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The First Sunday of Advent

Being Surprised by Christ

Some people hate surprise parties. There are those who are
uncomfortable with a last-minute vacation or even an unexpected travel
upgrade. If it wasn’t part of the plan, it’s a cause for consternation.

There is a temptation to view these folks as curmudgeonly — sticks in
the mud, obsessed with predictability. But | think if we’re being honest, there’s a
little bit of the surprise-averse in all of us.

Deep within the very heart of the element of surprise is a kernel of
shock. And shock, in the moment, can feel similar to trauma. If we reflect on the
most traumatic occurrences of our lives — a loss, an accident, a calamity — it is
likely that we will say this: “It was the shock more than anything that got to
me.” Grief or fear, those feelings were overwhelming as well, but they came
later. In the first moment, all we knew was we were going about our lives on
one path until we were thrust on a different one and then the whole future
changed.

This is the natural rhythm of our life here on earth. We never know what
is coming — which is to say, in a beautiful way, we always know what is coming.
More importantly, we know Who is coming.

Like the early riser who sets the “pre-alarm” (the one on which he
knows he’s going to hit snooze just to take the edge off the disappointment of
waking up), we are always being given a heads-up in Scripture. From the earliest
prophecies of the Messiah to Jesus’ reminders in the Gospel to the very last
words of Revelations, God has communicated to His stewards: You know the
time. The time is now. We are called to constant vigilance, perpetual renewal,
steadfast accountability.

In the end, the coming of Christ may be the only event in history that
was a surprise, but not a shock — and so it will only be beautiful, even for those
who hate surprise parties.

Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

This Week’s Schedule

Monday, December 1, 2025 Thursday, December 4, 202

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm) Daily Mass (8:15 am)

Tuesday, December 2, 2025 Intention: Judy Schwartz by Margie Rood
Daily Mass (8:15 am) Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)

Intention: tFr. Donald J. O’Brien & Family Friday, December 5, 202

by The Diocese of Grand Island Daily Mass (8:15am)

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm) Intention: Sandra Derr by Connie
Wednesday, December 3, 2025 McDonnough

Daily Mass (8:15 am) Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)

Intention: tDon & fLaVonne Pieper by The Saturday, December 6, 2025

Ted Pieper Family Weekend Mass (5:00pm)

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm) Intention: Special Intention by Larry Gion
Contemplative Prayer (6:00 pm) Sunday, December 7, 2025

Weekend Mass (8:00am)

Intention: For Our Parish

Weekend Mass (10:00am)

Intention: tMelvin Elledge by Rod & Ellen
Ramig
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This Week’s Readings

Is 4:2-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b,
4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mt 8:5-1

Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-
13, 17/Lk 10:21-24

Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-33, 3b-
4,5, 6/Mt 15:29-37

Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9,
19-21, 25-27a/Mt 7:21, 24-
27

Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-
14/Mt 9:27-31

Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-
2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 9:35—10:1,
5a, 6-8

Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-
13, 17 (see 7)/Rom 15:4-9/
Mt 3:1-12

Monday
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

December 2025

Rosary Leader Schedule

Saturday, Dec. 6 5pm: Carmen Trevino
Sunday, Dec. 7 8am: Michael Calvert
Sunday, Dec. 7 10am: Kristin Schiff

Saturday, Dec. 13 5pm: Diana Rohrick
Sunday, Dec. 14 8am: Claire Songco
Sunday, Dec. 14 10am: Jackie Seymour

Saturday, Dec. 20 5pm: Diana Rohrick
Sunday, Dec. 21 8am: Claire Songco
Sunday, Dec. 21 10am: Jackie Seymour

Saturday, Dec. 27 5pm: Jennifer Hiltgen
Sunday, Dec. 28 8am: Addison Peck
Sunday, Dec. 28 10am: NOT FILLED

Holy Day Masses

Mass times for The Feast of the
Immaculate Conception:

Monday, Dec 8
7am & 7pm

| ) Sé.‘ﬁvday, 5pm:

cg& Denise Forsstrom- East

nters— South
an Fulk (Captain)
thg Sv1tak

unday, 8am

Twila McCarthy - East

‘Mary Skiles - South

rs: Mike Merrigan (Captain)
ic Esselstein

% , 10am:
verman (sub req) - East

3 rman (sub req) (Captain)
A Irian Moreno

' SERVERS

7'8a|1{ : Rachel Hafner & Jacob Mark

g
L}

s.pm,A{'\lyck Rodriguez & Solarah Gould

0 am Ryker Colwell & Connelly Ascherl
35 ‘rn. Rhett Marshall & Ryker Dendlnger

LECTORS

Saturday, December 6 5pm: Jennifer Hiltgen
Sunday, December 7 8am: David Nash
Sunday, December 7 10am: Jordan Colwell

Saturday, December 13 & 20 5pm: Jean Ahrens
Sunday, December 14 & 21 8am: Carol Herman
Sunday, December 14 & 21 10am: Kristin Schiff

Saturday, December 27 5pm: Kathleen Roehl
Sunday, December 28 8am: Bridget Peck
Sunday, December 28 10am: Mark Loose

SACRISTANS
Saturday, 5pm:
Shelley Thomas

Sunday, 8am:
David & JoAnn Nash
Sunday, 10am:
Casey Seymour

Finance Corner
Sunday Collections & ATW

Giving
November 16, 2025
Actual $7947.91
ATW $3835.00
Online Giving $1545.50
Budget $11,100.00
Surplus (Deficit) $2228.41

November 2025 Totals

Actual $17813.94
ATW $7355.00
Online Giving $3385.50
Gen. Church Support $7500.00
Budget $33,300.00
Surplus (Deficit) $2754.44

Next Sunday’s 2nd collection is for
Christmas Altar Flowers

Thank you for your continued giving!

Sunday Collections
& ATW Giving

Because of early transmission dates for
the bulletin this week, the collection
report will not be published on its regular
schedule

8am B_achel Hafner & John V. Songco
2 1 10am: Leo Ascherl & Claire Ascherl

5pm Amelia Wolen & Charlie Vath
&am Andrew Becker & Easton Becker
ec. 28 1oam Wllham Adamson & Havynn Urdiales

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

Saturday, 5pm:
Ciborium - Connie Kirchner
Ashlee Wilson & Greg HllI
Sunday, 8am:
Ciborium - David Skiles
Michael Calvert & John Songco
Sunday, 10am:
Ciborium - Joanne Krieg
Terry Bailey & Alex Ascherl

December 2025 Schedule

Tuesday, Dec 22nd - 6pm-7pm
Wednesday, Dec 23rd - 6pm-7pm

Holy Days of Obligation
Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve 4pm & 8pm
Christmas Day 9am
New Year’s Eve 4pm
New Year’s Day 9am

(*No 8:15 am daily mass*)
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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WOMENATTHEWELL

ADVENT

ENCOUNTER

Sunday -
February 1, 2026

Save the
date

An Afternoon
with
Fr. Joe Hannappel

HELP OUR SCHOOL WHILE

YOU SHOP

=,  SCAN
@ Qualifying
t receipts in the
app

SUBMIT
Qualifying
digital receipts
in the app

E

(-2) coNNEcT
dj_)ly( Your Walmart
~and Box Tops

accounts

ST AGNES SCHOOL
SCOTTSBLUFF, NE

Simply scan the
above QR code
and signup!
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Knights of Columbus in Action!

What an amazing show of community
spirit! The Knights of Columbus collected
over 3,000 Ibs of canned goods from gen-
erous patrons at Walmart on a chilly Satur-
day morning.

This incredible turnout is a true reminder
of how giving and caring the people of
Scottsbluff and Gering are!

All canned goods were delivered to St.
Agnes School and handed over to VCNIN
(Valley Christian Neighbors in Need) to be
included in the December food distribu-
tion.

Thank you to everyone who donated and
helped make this happen — together, we
make a difference!

Special thanks to Jason Schmidt, our
Grand Knight for leading by example - and
leading this project.

PIC-COLLAG
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Liturgy Corner

First Sunday of Advent

The First candle on the Advent wreath
represents Hope - the first Sunday of Advent
not only leads us to anticipate the birth of Christ
but celebrate the beginning of a new liturgical
season as well. It is purple, the primary color of
Advent and a color symbolizing royalty.
Sometimes called the “Prophecy Candle,” the
first candle harkens us back to Isaiah’s foretell-
ing of the birth of
Christ and all the
promises God gave us
in the Old Testament
that would be fulfilled
by the birth of Jesus.

hepe
A

VCNIN CHIRSTMAS SHARING PROGRAM

Since 1983 Valley Christian Neighbors in Need (VCNIN) has coordinated a Christmas Sharing Program every year for families in
need in the Panhandle. This program provides food and gifts through an application process with Community Action
Partnership of Western Nebraska (CAPWN) and in collaboration with Knights of Columbus Council 2681 “Toys for Tots” and
Riverstone Bank’s “Gift of Love” programs. Each year 100 families are provided for. Volunteer opportunities abound in order
to make this program successful! Please consider joining us for any of the below events.

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share. 1 Timothy 6:18

November 6 - December 10: Tree of Love @ Riverstone Bank, Scottsbluff & Gering. Stop by and pick out a name from the Tree of Love,

purchase gifts, and return unopened to Riverstone by December 10™,

Saturday, December 13, 9 a.m.: Canned good sorting @ St. Agnes School Gym. Canned goods from the local food drives will be sorted for

use in the gift baskets and for local food pantries.

Saturday, December 13, 9 a.m.-noon: Truck of Love @ Riverstone Bank, Scottsbluff — Collecting new or gently used toys, new or gently used

coats (any size), non-perishable food items, and cash donations.

December 16 - 18: Gift wrapping @ Knights of Columbus Hall, 1719 1°* Ave., Scottsbluff. Open to the public, bring a pair of scissors and
practice your wrapping skills. All the unwrapped gifts collected must be wrapped before delivery. Show up any time after 5 p.m.

and stay as long as you can.

Wednesday, December 17: Youth Group gift wrapping @ St. Agnes School - Youth Group Students only.

Saturday, December 20, 9 a.m.: Gift basket sorting @ St. Agnes School Gym. Final sorting of perishable food goods for the holiday meal

baskets.

Sunday, December 21, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.: Gift Basket Drive Thru @ St. Agnes School Gym. Volunteers needed to distribute food baskets,

toys, and bikes to recipients of the Christmas Sharing Program.

Other opportunities for giving:

Gifts for teenagers: The Tree of Love program does not accept names of children over the age of 15 and struggles to fulfill the requests
of those over 12. Drop off at the Knights of Columbus Hall (1719 1** Ave., Scottsbluff) Monday evenings during Bingo.

Small boxes for gift wrapping: Ever gift wrapped a stuffed animal in the shape of an elephant? How about a package of socks, a hooded
sweatshirt, or a collection of lip glosses? Save your cardboard boxes and bring to the Knights of Columbus Hall (1719 1** Ave.,
Scottsbluff) Monday evenings during Bingo. Please make sure the boxes do not display any brand name and remove any address

labels. Breaking down flat is appreciated for storage, but not required.

Christmas-themed gift wrap, tape, scissors, and batteries: Drop off at the Knights of Columbus Hall (1719 1** Ave., Scottsbluff) Monday
evenings during Bingo. Donations help to defray the costs of purchasing. Batteries most needed are 9v, AA, AAA, and C.
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Religious Education Program

Email—dre@st-agnes-church.com

Religious Education Office—308-635-1362

Celebrating Sunday
First Sunday of Advent

Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44

On the Way to Mass:
What do we do to prepare for a
special visitor to our home?

On the Way Home From Mass:
Imagine that Jesus was coming
again later this week. How would
that affect what we do (or don’t
do) in the days ahead?

Living the Word:

This week, invite a guest (or
several!) over for dinner. Work
together as a family to prepare

for your guest’s arrival.
Afterward, discuss those
preparations. How might this

action of preparing for a guest’s
arrival help us understand Jesus’
call to be prepared for his
coming?

Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families
2025-2026

Find Us On

Parish Website
www.st-agnes-church.com

myParish App
In the App Store on your phone
or tablet
Facebook
St. Agnes Catholic Church

Advent Family Calendar

Sunday, Nov. 30th

Buy or make an Advent wreath and
bless it. Light the violet candle every
night this week.

Monday, Dec. Ist

Put out your empty Nativity scene.
Gradually add characters during
Advent but leave the manger empty.

Tuesday, Dec. 2nd

Randomly assign “Advent Angels”
to one another. Encourage daily acts
of kindness in secret throughout the
season. Reveal identities before
Christmas.

Wednesday, Dec. 3rd
Have everyone perform a chore
they’ve been putting off.

Thursday, Dec. 4th
Select a person or situation in the

news and offer a prayer on their
behalf.

Friday, Dec. 5th

Attend First Friday Mass together,
or set aside time later in the day to
visit the Blessed Sacrament in honor
of the Sacred heart of Jesus.

Saturday, Dec. 6th
Share favorite Christmas memories
over cookies and hot chocolate.

Meet the Confirmation
Candidates

Adan Garcia

My name is Adan Garcia. [ am in
8th grade at Bluffs Middle
School. My parents are Abel and
Laura Garcia, and my siblings
are Natalie and Abel. I have a
dog named Mila. My favorite
things are sports, and music. I
play basketball, baseball, soccer,
trumpet an guitar. I like to travel
with my family and spend time
with my whole family.

My goals for confirmation is to
go through and get married
through the Church later in life.

{

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

———

e Wed. Dec. 3rd - 7pm - Advent
Reconciliation (Grades 3-12) in
the church.

e Wed. Dec. 17th - 7pm - Toys
for Tots gift wrapping (Middle/
High School youth)

e Wed. Dec. 24th - No Catholic
Formations sessions - Merry
Christmas!

e Wed. Dec. 31st - No Catholic
formation sessions - Happy
New Year!
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formed

Forming Catholics for /¢e.

This Week on Formed

Week of November 30, 2025

Rooted: Rediscover the Jesse Tree This
Advent | Trailer

Hosted by Dr. Scott Hefelfinger, Rooted guides Catholics through
a daily Advent reflection using the Jesse Tree model traditionally
practiced by families. Each seven-minute episode introduces the
ancestors of Jesus Christ, shares a Scripture passage, and

rocted

REDISCOVER THE JESSE TREE THIS ADVENT

offers an engaging, practical reflection.

Week One | Adore: Advent with Fr. John
Burns

Join Fr. John Burns as he journeys deeper into the theme for
week one: watchfulness.

Week One | Encountering Emmanuel with

Heather Khym
JM/ In week one, Heather speaks about the first reason for the
WITH HEATHER K;Vr . .
WEERAl Incarnation—Jesus saves us. Heather helps us to give our
sorrows to Jesus, and open our hearts to the saving power of

Christ.

ENCOUNTERING EMMANUEL

Our parish has a Formed subscription.
Visit signup.formed.org and select our parish name.

- 3 A
An offering from the AUGlIST]N[ INSTITUTE
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Sohool Newstotter

Tuesday, December 2nd

Advent Celebration - 8:15

Wednesday, December 3rd
Mass @ 8:15, Reconciliation follows

Thursday, December 4th
Advent Celebration - 8:15

Friday, December 5th
St. Nicholas Celebration

**Special Advent celebrations will be held
on Tuesday/Thursday mornings during the
advent season in the gym beginning at
8:15. Parents are welcome to attend. **

il poa 8Dt

N

Mass of Thanksglvm,c.r

St. Agnes 5" grade students led k@\
the school in a Mass of A a
Thanksgiving on Wednesday,
November 19", Giving thanks
for our many blessings was the &
theme for the Mass. Each
student brought canned food =
items to share with the local

for our many blessings,
especially the gift of our school.

St. Agnes Catholic School
205 E 23rd, Scottsbluff, NE
Ph: 308-632-6918




Classroom Mews.,,,........

Gloves for 2™ Graders

The American Legion Auxiliary of Gering included St. Agnes 2™ graders in
their annual project of providing gloves for students. This organization
completes this project annually to ensure children have warm hands

during the  pew-amem o
winter. We are § E‘ s
grateful to be |
oneofthe [§
school’s chosen |
to receive their
generous gift
this year.

bi g by

_Chri{stmas
Program .

Parents, grandparents, family and friends, please
mark your calendar for the St. Agnes School
Christmas Program, The Mystery of the Missing
Manger, being presented on Tuesday, December
9" beginning at 6:30 in the school gym. All
students, PK-5" grade, will be part of this
wonderful celebration. Christmas attire or nice
dress is the expected dress for the event.
Refreshments will be served by HSA following the
program. We look forward to starting off your
advent season with a special message. Please plan
to attend.

Annual Hotdog Feed

-

The annual Hotdog Feed was held on Wednesday, November 19", 4" and 5" grade students prepared and served the dinner of hotdogs,
chips, jell-o, beans and a cookie, to the students and staff of the school. The $2 charge for the meal along with some special donations
helped raise $825 which will be used to purchase Christmas gifts for 8 children whose names were taken from the Tree of Love. This is one
of our favorite service projects and we thank our families and extra supporters for helping us make a difference for these children.

|

Monday, Dec 1 Tuesday, Dec 2 Wednesday, Dec 3 Thursday, Dec 4
Sloppy Joe Pig in Blanket Spaghetti Bake French Toast Sticks
Sweet Potato Fries Cheesy Broccoli Romaine Lettuce Salad Chicken Sausage
Sun Chips Carrots Cucumbers Potato Wedge
Banana Mixed Fruit Grapes Cantaloupe
Helpers: Helpers: Helpers: Helpers:

Shannon Hafner Kristin Gauthier Veronica Ramirez Katie Moser
Keleigh Hafner Felicia Gorden Tiah Alvizar Selina Lerrma

Friday, Dec 5

Cheese Enchilada
Spanish Rice
Black Beans
Pineapple

Helpers:
Andrew Dendinger
Robyn Dendinger




What & tappening at St Apnes Sehodl...........

477 v. . &% KindergartenClass § = - . ,, . ,a®
f %%*.12‘ %*4\ * By Teri Ramirez f ﬂé*.ik‘ i*/b *

Time is just flying by in kindergarten, and I’'m so happy with my student’s progress. They are learning new words, learning how
to write simple sentences, and figuring out numbers. Everyday they amaze me with all that they are retaining and learning.

Time is flying by in kindergarten, and | am so proud of my students’ progress! They are learning new words, writing simple
sentences, and exploring numbers. Every day they amaze me with how much they are retaining and discovering.

This month we celebrated our annual Friendship Feast. Each student brought something to contribute to our lunch. We
decorated our tables, sat together as friends, and talked about why our friendships are important. It was such a special time to enjoy one
another’s company.

We also read the story Turkey Trouble, which inspired a fun project: each student disguised a turkey so it wouldn’t get eaten!
Their creativity was wonderful—our turkeys became mermaids, ghosts, sheriffs, princesses, and many other imaginative characters.

In December, we will begin our “Trip Around the World” to learn how
children in different countries celebrate the holidays. This is always an exciting and
meaningful unit for the students. Stay tuned to hear about our adventures!

N

Fifth Grade Class /
By Rob Polk 7z

Fifth graders continue to charge through math with our most recent challenges including understanding exponents,
powers of ten, and multiplying by decimal numbers. In science, we are exploring conservation of matter and the fact that
however you alter substances, they never really disappear. Energy transfer continues to be a concept we discuss and investigate
too and they’ll be investigating chemical changes just in time for Thanksgiving dinner and dessert. Mmm! (Be sure to ask them to
help in the kitchen.)

Social studies finds us examining the tension between early colonists and English leaders. Parliament and King George IlI
had certain ideas about trade that many colonists did not like.It seems those pesky tariffs caused a lot of problems! “Taxation
without representation” was a familiar cry from colonists in those days and helped lead to conflicts like the Boston Massacre and
the Boston Tea Party. Eventually, enough conflicts arose that the colonists got together and wrote the Declaration of
Independence.

Our Hot dog Feed on November 19 was a huge success! Thank you to all who participated and to all the donors who
contributed extra dollars towards our upcoming Tree of Love service project. Many needy children and families will benefit from
your generosity this holiday season!

, Sl = | 15




