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Mass Schedule: 

Saturday: 5:00 pm 

Sunday: 8:00 & 10:00 am  

Tuesday - Friday 

  8:15am 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays one hour prior to Mass 

or by appointment (632-2541) 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office  

 

Parish Office Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday, 9am - Noon 

& 1pm - 4pm  
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The Third Sunday of Advent 

S a i n t  A g n e s   
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  

Today’s Readings  

Isiah 35:1-6a, 10 
Psalm: 146 
James 5: 7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

 

 

 

 

   
Parish Administration  

(308) 632-2541 / (308) 632-2146 
(Fax) 

    office@st-agnes-church.com       
   www.st-agnes-church.com  

Pastor  
Rev. Rayappa Konka  (ext. 2)   
Church Office Manager 

Theresa Trevino  (ext. 3) 

office@st-agnes-church.com 
 

Pastoral Minister 
Susan Flohr  

 
Director of Religious Education 

Mrs. Terri Calvert  (ext.5) 

dre@st-agnes-church.com 
  

School Head Teacher 
Mrs. Julie Brown  (632-6918) 

office@st-agnes-school.com 
  

School Office Manager 
Teresa Johnson (632-6918) 

office@st-agnes-school.com 
 

School Foundation  

Executive Director 
Isabel Moreno (632-6918) 

imoreno@st-agnes-school.com 
 

Prayer Chain Coordinator 
Jean Ahrens (308-672-4632) 

 
Music Ministry Director 

Jessica Mikoloyck (308-631-6290) 

jes.mikoloyck@gmail.com 

Monday, December 15, 2025 

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm) 

Tuesday, December 16, 2025 

Daily Mass (8:15 am) 

Intention: †Carol Sexton by Becky Murdock 

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm) 

Wednesday, December 17, 2025 

Daily Mass (8:15 am) 

Intention: †Dorothy Gould by St. Agnes 

Students & Staff 

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm) 

Contemplative Prayer (6:00 pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, December 18, 2025  

Daily Mass (8:15 am) 

Intention: †Joe Lissolo by Michelle Lissolo 

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm) 

Friday, December 19, 2025  

Daily Mass (8:15am) 

Intention: †John Kissack Sr. by  Marjorie 

Kissack 

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm) 

Saturday, December 20, 2025 

Weekend Mass (5:00pm) 

Intention: †Wilma Kirchner by Susan Flohr 

Sunday, December 21, 2025 

Weekend Mass (8:00am) 

Intention:  For Our Parish 

Weekend Mass (10:00am) 

Intention: †Melvin Elledge by Pam & Family 

This Week’s Schedule 

The Season That Gives Back  
 

I don’t have anything left to give. 
 
You can’t pour from an empty cup. 
 
All I do is give. Who is giving to me? 
 
 Raise your hand if these thoughts have ever run through your 
head. I’m sure they occur to all of us from time to time. We can become 
so easily depleted by the fast pace of life and whatever vocation God 
has called us to, whether that’s parenthood, a demanding professional 
career or the caretaking of friends and family (or as so often happens, a 
hybrid of all three). Many of us also undergo certain seasons — seasons 
of the year, but also seasons of life — that seem to sap us of energy and 
leave us totally empty.  
 In these times, it seems impossible to continue in the spirituality 
of Everyday Stewardship. Graciousness, mindfulness, prayerfulness, 
gratitude, accountability — maintaining some semblance of these char-
acteristics in our daily life feels not only overly optimistic, but totally im-
possible. 
 The Church gives us certain liturgical seasons that are meant to 
fill us up, almost like spiritual pit stops. Advent is one such season, and 
the Scriptural passages we reflect on at Mass during these four weeks 
are filled with images of nature defied. We see the dry steppe blooming. 
We see the weak made firm. We see the frightened made strong. We 
see the lame walk. We see the Virgin give birth. 
 If you think you don’t have anything left to give this Advent, 
think again. This is the season of miracles when what we thought was 
depleted brings new life. 
 
Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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Monday           Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-
           5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 
           21:23-27            
Tuesday:          Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6
          -7, 17-18, 19 and 23/Mt 
           21:28-32            
Wednesday:   Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-
           4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17 
Thursday:        Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 
           18-19/Mt 1:18-25        
Friday:               Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-
           4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25 
Saturday:        Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 
           5-6/Lk 1:26-38              
Sunday:            Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-
           6 (7c, 10b)/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 
            1:18-24  

This Week’s Readings 
 

Server Schedule 
 

Dec 20  5pm   Beckham Wilson 
   Asher Wison 
Dec 21   8am     Rachel Hafner 
                    John V. Songco 
        10:00am    Leo Ascherl 
   Claire Ascherl 
 
 

Lector Schedule 
 

Dec 20      5pm     Jean Ahrens 
Dec 21       8am     Carol Herman 
            10:00am    Kristin Schiff 
 
 
 
 

Rosary Leader  

Schedule 
 

 Dec 20     5pm      Diana Rohrick 
 Dec 21      8am      Claire Songco 
            10:00am    Jackie Seymour 

Finance Corner 

Sunday Collections & 
ATW Giving 

 
December 2025 Totals 

 
  Actual                 $5279.06 
  ATW                                  $5390.00 
  Online Giving                  $1025.50 
  Budget                             $11,100.00 
  Surplus (Deficit)            $594.56 
   
Next Sunday’s 2nd collection is for 

Haiti/Uganda 
  

Thank you for your continued   
giving!  

 Holy Days of Obligation 

Mass Schedule   

Christmas Eve 4pm & 8pm 

Christmas Day 9am 

New Year’s Eve 4pm 

New Year’s Day 9am 

(*No 8:15 am daily mass*) 

Advent Communal  
Reconciliation Services 

 
December 14th- 3:00pm 

St. Agnes Church 
 

December 10th - 6pm 
Christ the King Church 

 

Individual Reconciliation 
 

Monday, Dec 22nd - 6pm-7pm 
Tuesday,  Dec 23rd - 6pm-7pm 

December 2025 
Schedule 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The Knights of Columbus would like to 

thank Julie Brown and the students and 
parents of St. Agnes School with their help 

with the toy workshop that was held on 
Saturday, December 6th.  This event could 

not have been possible without their  
participation!  
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 We are very proud to have our very own Knights of Columbus member 
to receive the 2025 Distinguished Alumni Award of St. Agnes Catholic School. 
 This prestigious award is bestowed upon a former St. Agnes student in 
recognition of outstanding achievement through contributions to the arts,        
business, education, government, humanities, science, and philanthropy. The 

recipient is an individual who has brought honor to themselves, St. Agnes School, and their community. 
 This year’s recipient attended St. Agnes School from 1965 to 1968 and graduated from Scottsbluff High 
School in 1972. He went on to earn a degree in Criminal Justice & Law Enforcement Administration from Chadron 
State College and is a graduate of the FBI National Academy in Quantico, VA. 
 He began his career in public safety as a firefighter for the City of Scottsbluff in 1978, before joining the 
Scottsbluff Police Department the following year. Over his 32-year career with the department, he served as a  
police officer, detective, and supervisor for the WING Drug Task Force, and spent 28 years on the SWAT team,  
including 10 as commander. His work on violent crimes and drug enforcement led to over 1,000 felony convictions. 
He retired from the department in 2011, the same year he was elected Scotts Bluff County Sheriff—a role in which 
he continues to serve with distinction. 
He was among the first Nebraska officers to serve as a Deputy on the FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force and is a      
steadfast supporter of law enforcement organizations, including Concerns of Police Survivors (C.O.P.S.), the        
Mid-States Organized Crime Information Center (MOCIC), and the Nebraska Fraternal Order of Police. He has been 
actively involved in community and public safety initiatives such as the Peace Officers Memorial in Nebraska and 
Washington, D.C., Shop with a Cop, National Night Out, the 
Special Olympics Torch Run, the Panhandle Polar Plunge, Kiwanis Club, Old West Balloon Fest and he serves as an 
officer of the Sugar Valley Credit Union. He is a certified scuba diver, with specialized training in Dive Rescue and 
Recovery. He is an active member of St. Agnes Church and an honorary lifetime 
member of the Knights of Columbus. Through his time, talents, and unwavering 
commitment, he has consistently contributed to the betterment of the entire 
community. 
 Beyond his professional life, he and his wife, Bev, have been married for 
28 years and are proud parents and grandparents to their daughter Angie and 
grandchildren Blake and Addison. In his spare time, he enjoys golf, Broncos games, 
scuba diving, hunting, and traveling. His decades of leadership, service, and     
integrity embody the very best of law enforcement and community spirit. In short, 
he exemplifies the kind of alumnus the St. Agnes School community is proud to call 
its own. 
 
Please help us recognize this year’s Distinguished Alumni recipient Mark Overman. 

 

Liturgy Corner 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

The third candle of Advent        
symbolizes Joy. As we continue 
to approach Christmas Day, our 
joy grows more and more. It 
takes us back to the joyful          
anticipation of the shepherds 
who journeyed to see Jesus in 
Bethlehem, even before the wise 
men. On this third Sunday of  
Advent, which the Church calls 
“Gaudete Sunday,” meaning  
rejoice or praise, we light the 
third candle and rejoice like the 
shepherds. For this reason, it is 
called the “Shepherd’s Candle,” 
and its color is pink, the liturgical 
color for joy. 

 

VCNIN CHIRSTMAS SHARING PROGRAM 
 

Since 1983 Valley Christian Neighbors in Need (VCNIN) has coordinated a Christmas Sharing Program every year for families in 
need in the Panhandle. This program provides food and gifts through an application process with Community Action              

Partnership of Western Nebraska (CAPWN) and in collaboration with Knights of Columbus Council 2681 “Toys for Tots” and 
Riverstone Bank’s “Gift of Love” programs. Each year 100 families are provided for.  Volunteer opportunities abound in order 

to make this program successful! Please consider joining us for any of the below events. 
 

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share.  1 Timothy 6:18 
 
December 16 – 18: Gift wrapping @ Knights of Columbus Hall, 1719 1st Ave., Scottsbluff. Open to the public, bring a pair of scissors and            
 practice your wrapping skills. All the unwrapped gifts collected must be wrapped before delivery. Show up any time after 5 p.m. 
 and stay as long as you can. 
 
Wednesday, December 17: Youth Group gift wrapping @ St. Agnes School – Youth Group Students only. 
 
Saturday, December 20, 9 a.m.: Gift basket sorting @ St. Agnes School Gym. Final sorting of perishable food goods for the holiday meal         
 baskets.  
 
Sunday, December 21, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.: Gift Basket Drive Thru @ St. Agnes School Gym. Volunteers needed to distribute food baskets, 
 toys, and bikes to recipients of the Christmas Sharing Program. 
 
Other opportunities for giving: 

Gifts for teenagers: The Tree of Love program does not accept names of children over the age of 15 and struggles to fulfill the requests 
of those over 12. Drop off at the Knights of Columbus Hall (1719 1st Ave., Scottsbluff) Monday evenings during Bingo. 

 
Small boxes for gift wrapping: Ever gift wrapped a stuffed animal in the shape of an elephant? How about a package of socks, a hooded 

sweatshirt, or a collection of lip glosses? Save your cardboard boxes and bring to the Knights of Columbus Hall (1719 1st Ave., 
Scottsbluff) Monday evenings during Bingo. Please make sure the boxes do not display any brand name and remove any address 
labels. Breaking down flat is appreciated for storage, but not required. 

 
Christmas-themed gift wrap, tape, scissors, and batteries: Drop off at the Knights of Columbus Hall (1719 1st Ave., Scottsbluff) Monday 

evenings during Bingo. Donations help to defray the costs of purchasing. Batteries most needed are 9v, AA, AAA, and C. 



Religious Education Program 
Email—dre@st-agnes-church.com           Religious Education Office—308-635-1362 
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Meet the Confirmation 
Candidates 

 

 

 

 

 

Easton Hill 

My name is Easton Hill.  My 
parents names are Sundee and 
Josh Hill. I also have 2 sisters, 
Téa and Cora. I am an 8th grader 
in Bluffs Middle School. I am 
involved in football, track, 
basketball, and I am a WEB 
leader.   

My goal for Confirmation is to 
make a deeper relationship with 
Jesus and God. 

 

 

 

 

• Wed. Dec. 17th - 7pm - Toys 
for Tots gift wrapping 
(Middle/High School youth) 

• Wed. Dec. 24th - No 
Catholic Formations sessions 
- Merry Christmas! 

• Wed. Dec. 31st - No Catholic 
formation sessions - Happy 
New Year! 

Celebrating Sunday 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Gospel:    Matthew 11:2-11 
 

On the Way to Mass:  

Who told you about Jesus? 
 

On the Way Home From Mass: 

How have those who have taught 

you about Jesus led you to know 

Christ more clearly? 
 

Living the Word:  

What helps you to see Jesus and 
know his goodness? Have a 
conversation as a family about 
what helps you to grow in faith 
and love of God. Then work 
throughout this busy time of 
joyful preparation to give each 
other these gifts. Maybe having 
quiet time to read Scripture is 
helpful—how can you create 
space for that?  Maybe singing 
God’s praises helps—how could 
you give the gift of music to your 
family members? 

 
Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families   

2025-2026 

 
 

Find Us On 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Website 
www.st-agnes-church.com 

  
myParish App 

In the App Store on your phone 
or tablet 

Facebook 
St. Agnes Catholic Church     

Advent Family Calendar 
 

Sunday, Dec. 14th  
Gaudete Sunday 
Light the two violet candles and the 
rose candle to mark the theme of 
joy. 
 
Monday, Dec. 15th  
During family dinner tonight, invite 
each person to share something for 
which they’re grateful during the 
Advent season. 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 16th  
Place an empty jar in a visible sport 
to collect spare change. Once full, 
donate the contents to the church’s 
poor box. 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 17th  
With nine days until Christmas, 
place a candle or light in the window 
as a welcome for the Christ Child. 
Light it each evening until 
Christmas. 
 
Thursday, Dec. 18th  
During family dinner tonight, offer 
special prayers for those who will be 
away form home this Christmas. 
 
Friday,  Dec. 19th 
Invite everyone to make a small 
personal sacrifice today—such as 
skipping cream in coffee or sharing 
a favorite toy—as a simple offering 
of love for Jesus. 
 
Saturday, Dec. 20th 
Prepare your hearts for Christmas by 
attending Confession as a family. 
Receive the gift of God’s mercy and 
make room for His grace. 
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Connecting Students and Families through Faith 
December 14, 2025 

School Newsletter 
 

St. Agnes Catholic School 
205 E 23rd, Scottsbluff, NE 

Ph: 308-632-6918 

Tuesday, December 16th  
Advent Celebration - 3rd grade 

Wednesday, December 17th 
Mass @ 8:15 - 4th Grade leads 
Toy Wrapping - 3rd - 5th grades 

Thursday, December 18th  
Advent Celebration - 1st Grade 

Friday, December 19th  
Kindergarten Nativity - 9:30 @ Church 

Caroling follows 
Christmas Parties - 2:30 

Dismiss for Christmas Break - 3:15  
**Special Advent celebrations will be held on  

Tuesday/Thursday mornings during the advent 
season in the gym beginning at 8:15.   

Parents are welcome to attend. ** 

Premiere Event 
 

November 21st marked an evening of fun, fellowship and         
fundraising as the St. Agnes School Foundation hosted the 

Premiere event at the Gering Civic Center.  Celebrating 70 years 
of excellence in education, provided an opportunity to honor 
the past while embracing the future of our amazing school.  

Thanks to the generosity of several donors and the hearts and 
hands of several volunteers, the event was a big success.         

Congratulations to Mark Overman, recognized as the  
outstanding alumni and 

to Kathleen Roehl,        
honored as the Friend of 

St. Agnes.  Our hearts 
are filled with gratitude 
to all who helped make 
the event a wonderful 

evening. 



 

Monday, Dec 15 
 
Beef Lasagna 
Broccoli w/ranch 
Cucumbers 
Cantaloupe 
 
 
  
Helpers:  
Felicia Gorden 
Jordan Colwell 

Tuesday, Dec 16 
 
Grilled Cheese 
Potato Salad 
Baked Beans 
Pineapple 
 
 
  
Helpers:   
Michelle Wolen 
Kristin Gauthier 

Wednesday, Dec 17 
 
Chili 
Cinnamon Roll 
Celery 
Crackers 
Banana 

 

Helpers:  
Jody Windhorst 
Alesia Shope 

Thursday, Dec 18 
 
Tater Tot Casserole 
Carrots 
Whole wheat bread w/jelly 
Mixed Fruit 
 
 
 
 
Helpers:  
Jordan McBride 
Kelcie McBride 

Friday, Dec 19 
 
Ham 
Green Bean Casserole 
Sweet Potato 
Mixed Fruit 
 
 
  
Helpers:  
Cody Roper 
Meghan Roper 

Classroom News………... 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

Students, parents, siblings and grandparents gathered for Thanksgiving dinner 
served during lunch on Tuesday, November 25th.  A total of 145 people enjoyed 

the meal provided by our lunch provider, Hampton Inn. What a fun way to 
begin our break, joining together in thanks as a school community. 

St. Nicholas in the Tub 
 

St. Agnes students are on an advent journey in 
preparation for the coming of Christ at Christmas. Every 

Tuesday and Thursday morning, the school meets for 
our next stop which provides an opportunity to learn 

and accept a challenge.  Germany was the first stop on 
our journey, where 4th grade presented St. Nicholas in 

the Tub, a short play about the life of St. Nicholas, a 
saint whose good works challenge us to remember the 
importance of having a giving heart. We will be looking 

for ways to be giving to others during this advent 
season. 

 

Celebrating St. Nicholas Day 
 

Friday, December 5th marked the day for celebrating St. Nicholas. 
Upon returning from the 

golden rule ceremony, 
excitement filled the halls 

when students discovered a 
candy cane and gold coin in 
their shoe. This is always a 
fun and memorable day for 

our kids. 

Hot Lunch Menu for December 15th, 2025 - December 19th, 2025 

November 2025 
100 CLUB WINNERS 

 $200: Rob/Lisa Johnson; $100: 
Jean Ahrens, Jay/Ashlee 

Wilson, Greg/Kathy Schmid; 
$70: Larry/Kathy Sauter; $50: 

Brooke Tran, Gale/Angie 
McGrew, Rhalene Katus, 

Lizbeth Hernandez, Travis/
Charissa Gould, Andrew/Sarah 

Preston, Rod/Ellen Ramig 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 



What’s Happening at St. Agnes School………... 
 

First Grade Class  
By Kyla Odermann 

 
 Christmas is nearly here, and we are definitely feeling the festive 
spirit in First Grade! The decorations are up, the weather has turned cold, 
and excitement is in the air. Throughout this season, we are taking time to 
reflect on the true meaning and importance of Christmas. 
 In First Grade, we have been very busy learning and growing. In 
math, we recently finished learning a variety of addition and subtraction 
strategies and are now beginning a new unit focused on identifying and 
describing shapes and their attributes. 
In phonics and reading, we have been diving deep into VCe words and 
learning just how “bossy” the letter E can be! This is one of my favorite 
skills to teach because it’s amazing to see how quickly words begin to 
make sense and how much students’ reading confidence grows. 
 In science, we are continuing our exciting space unit. There has 
been so much to learn, and we are getting very close to wrapping it up. 
 As we head into the Christmas season, I want to say how much I 
truly enjoy teaching this class. Their curiosity, kindness, and enthusiasm 
make each day special. I am so proud of the hard work they have put in 
this semester and feel incredibly thankful to be part of their learning 
journey. Wishing everyone a joyful and meaningful Christmas season! 

Music Room News  
By Cori Taedter 

  
What a busy, exciting time we have been having in 
our music room! Our very own St. Agnes students are 
presenting our Christmas music program, "Mystery of 

the Missing Manger,” on Tuesday evening, December 9th, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
school gym. The story of this musical revolves around the experiences of 
school friends as they begin to decorate their school for Christmas, but they 
find themselves suddenly embroiled in a serious, mysterious mystery! We 
invite all to join in the sleuthing as our intrepid and eclectically fun cast of 
characters come together to decorate the school in celebration of the 
Christmas season. They’ve got the Christmas tree, the lights and ornaments, 
festively wrapped presents…but wait! They can’t seem to find the manger!  
Solving the mystery to find the manger becomes their obsession, but in the 
process, they are reminded what the story of Christmas is really all about… 
the fulfillment of God’s promise to send a Savior, 
who came to us as a baby born in a manger—Jesus! 
Through this musical journey, we are reminded of 
the true reason for the season. Our children have 
been working to do their best in sharing this 
wonderful message and have put their musical 
expertise to good use with bells, drums and a 
collection of dancing and singing that will be sure to 
help celebrate the birth of our King! Have a very 
blessed and Merry Christmas! 

Library Room News  
By Lana Payne 

 

 “Christmas is just around the corner,” as one 
of our favorite authors (Peggy Parish) would have 
Amelia Bedelia say.  As it gets nearer, we become more 
excited for the hope and joy that is to come. As always, 
our students are having a wonderful time reading and 
listening to a wide variety of Christmas literature. We 
are blessed with an amazing collection of Christmas 
and Holiday books!  
 We have many old favorites by well-known 
authors and we’re making new favorites as we explore 
holiday books we haven’t read before. Two classic 
author/illustrators for the holiday season are Jan Brett 
and Tomie DePaola. They are prolific authors and 
illustrators of Christian themed books.  While both 
DePaola and Brett write and illustrate their own 
original works, they’ve often illustrated the retellings 
of traditional stories which artfully maintain historical 
connections to our past and the stories of Christmas. 
 We also love Chris VanAllsburg and his Polar 
Express, Hans Christian Andersen’s The Fir Tree, the 
story and music of The Nutcracker, Clement Moore’s 
poem the Night Before Christmas, and so many more.  
Here’s hoping you can cuddle-up with your favorite 
holiday book and enjoy the season. 
 Bless you and your family this Christmas 
Season. Wishing you Joy, Peace, and Happiness in the 
New Year! 


