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The Third Sunday of Lent

MARCH 23, 2025

Stoking the Lenten Fire

I think we all can acknowledge that there’s a certain fatigue that
comes over us all as we near the end of the Lenten season. Next week is
Laetare Sunday, and | find that as soon as those pink vestments start
coming out of storage, our collective motivation begins to wane.

| get that. Maybe you’re fatigued — | am, too. Maybe you’re doing
well in your resolutions and devotions but you’re in danger of coasting. Or
maybe, like many of us this year or in past years, you don’t feel that you
have even really begun your Lenten journey.

Either way, chances are that the fire that was in your belly on Ash
Wednesday is burning a bit low. All fires eventually do, once they consume
whatever fuels them. So here we would do well to remember what fuels
our Lenten fire.

Sometimes we make resolutions that have the appearance of
being spiritual, but also have an earthly motive. We give up chocolate
hoping to lose weight. We stop gossiping so our friends may like us more.
There is nothing wrong with these sacrifices — just with their motivations.

As Moses removes his sandals to approach the burning bush, he
sees that the fire burns brightly, strongly — but does not consume. It is
propelled by something inexhaustible, something which is not of this
world.

Is your Lenten fire fueled by God? Are you daily surrendering
yourself to the same voice that boomed from the bush in Genesis — the
voice that commanded the Israelites to do what seemed like the
impossible?

Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

This Week’s Schedule

Monday, March 24, 2025 Thursday, March 27, 2025

Daily Mass (8:15am) Daily Mass (8:15am)

Intention: tFr. Donald J. O’Brien & Family Intention: tFr. Donald J. O’Brien & Family
by The Diocese of Grand Island by The Diocese of Grand Island

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm) Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)

Tuesday, March 25, 2025 Friday, March 28, 2025

Daily Mass (8:15am) Stations of the Cross (5:00pm)
Intention: tBuford & tBenny Williams Evening Mass (5:30pm)

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm) Intention: tBuford & tBenny Williams
Wednesday, March 26, 2025 Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)

Daily Mass (8:15am) Saturday, March 29, 2025
Intention: tGilbert Trevino by St. Agnes Weekend Mass (5:00pm)

Students & Staff Intention: tDoris Flohr by Susan Flohr
Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm) Sunday, March 30, 2025
Contemplative Prayer (6:00pm) Weekend Mass (8:00am)

Intention: tMary Carson by The Carson
Family

Weekend Mass (10:00am)

Intention: For Our Parish
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This Week’s Readings

KEEPING A HOLY

L ENED

Monday 2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Ps 42:2, 3;
43:3, 4/Lk 4:24-30
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a,

8b-9, 10, 11/Heb 10:4-10/Lk
1:26-38

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-
16, 19-20/Mt 5:17-19

Thursday:  Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7,
8-9/Lk 11:14-23

Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6¢-83,
8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14 and 17/
Mk 12:28-34

Saturday:  Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19,
20-21ab/Lk 18:9-1

Sunday: Jos 5:93a, 10-12/Ps 34:2-3, 4-

5, 6-7 (9a)/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk
15:1-3, 11-32Scrutiny: 1 Sm
16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-
33, 3b-4, 5, 6 (1)/Eph 5:8-
14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-
17, 34-38

Server Schedule

Mar 29 5pm St. Agnes
Students
Mar 30 8am Rhett Marshall
Thomas Esselstein
10:00am William Seymour

Lillian Seymour

Lector Schedule

Mar29 s5pm St. Agnes Students
Mar3o0 8am Toni Warburton
10:00am Jordan McBride

Rosary Leader Schedule

Mar29 s5pm  Carmen Trevino
Mar30 8am  Claire Songco
10:00am  Jackie Seymour

Finance Corner

Sunday Collections
& ATW Giving

March 16, 2025

Actual $3918.05
ATW $4020.00
Online Giving $820.50
Budget $10000.00
Surplus (Deficit) $1241.45

March 2025 Totals

Actual $12601.71
ATW $7715.00
Online Giving $3600.50
Budget $30000.00
Surplus (Deficit) $6082.79

Next Sunday’s 2nd collectionis for
Easter Altar Flowers

Thank you for your continued

giving!

on, Tues, Wed, Thurs - 8:15am
P@\ Fridays, 5:30pm :

THIRD SUN&AY OF LENT

The Knights of
Columbus will
be hosting their
breakfast buffet
on Sunday, April
5th from
8:00am to noon. Thisis an all
you eat buffet. Adults are
$10.00 per person and children
are $5.00 each. Carry out is
available.

Everyone is welcome to attend.
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JoinUsInA

Jubilee 2025
Celebration

March 30, 2025

Jubilee Pilgrims from Mullen, Hyannis,
Thedford, and Alliance will be joining us!

Date: Time:
Sunday, March 30th Starting at 3:00 pm

The grand entrance will be celebrated at 3pm
followed by a special presentation on the Jubilee
year. Adoration & Confessions will be available

A community meal will be held at 4:30 pm
in the St. Agnes Garden Room.

Please bring a salad or dessert to share!

With Vatican approval, Bishop Hanefeldt has designed St. Agnes, Scottsbluff as a Jubilee
Pilgrim Site. St. Agnes is home to a Pontifically blessed Holy door tapestry.

St. Agnes Catholic Church

Easter Parish Choirs

Welcome Jacob Krul!

This year the OCIA celebration came early!
Jacob Krul received the Sacraments of
Initiation; Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy
Eucharist on Sunday, March 16, 2025.
Jacob is pursuing a Doctor of Osteopathic
Medicine (DO) degree at Des Moines
University in Des Moines, lowa. He has
been preparing to receive the sacraments
via Zoom sessions while attending his
school courses over the past several
months. Due to his school schedule, he is
unable to attend the Easter Vigil Mass in
April. Therefore, with special facilities from
Bishop Hanefeldt, Fr. Kona was able to
confer the Sacrament of Confirmation on
Jacob thus, completing the Sacraments of
Initiation for him.

Jacob is a native of Scottsbluff and the son
of Scott and Rachel Krul. He is engaged to
Emma Herman and the couple are planning
a June wedding at St. Agnes. Emma was his
sponsor for his sacraments and is a source
of great support to Jacob on his journey of
faith. Emma is the daughter of Troy and
Carol Herman.
In November 2021, the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishop changed the name of the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
to the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(OCIA), a more accurate translation of the
Latin original, emphasizing the ongoing
journey of faith formation.
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Ways to Actively Participate in the Mass

Do Fast: Canon 919 of the “Code of Canon Law” states, “One who is to receive the Most Holy Eucharist is to abstain
from any food or drink, with the exception of water and medicine, for at least the period of one hour before Holy
Communion.”

Do come early, recollect yourself: When you enter the Church, cross yourself with Holy Water and thank God for the
grace given to you at Baptism. When you reach your pew, genuflect toward the Tabernacle in the Sanctuary before
sitting down. Keep sacred silence in the church. Avoid unnecessary conversation and keep necessary conversation
to a very low whisper.

Do Genuflect: When we enter and leave Church, genuflect toward the Tabernacle. Christ is present for our sake. By
allowing our right knee to hit the floor, we acknowledge He is our Lord and God. If someone is physically unable to
genuflect, then a bow is sufficient. During Mass, if you pass in front of the altar or tabernacle, bow reverently.

Don’t eat: Do not chew gum or bring food or drinks into the church. The only exceptions are discreetly
breastfeeding or giving a bottle to an infant (or, of course, rare medical). Water is acceptable if necessary. Don’t
chew gum in church. It breaks your fast, it’s distracting, and it is considered impolite in a formal setting.

Do dress properly: Dressing for Mass is simply a matter of showing proper respect, not only for God, but for others
around you.

No Phones: No cell phones; texting, chatting, calls, etc. The only justifiable case is big emergencies. Whatever it is,
be discreet while attending to it. It is usually better to quietly leave the church to attend to the emergency than
text or receive calls inside.

Do actively participate: Some find it hard to follow all the routines over and over again; to stand, sit, speak when
needed etc. However, active participation means exactly this. In order to be really part of a praying community, we
must join the Body of Christ in its movements. We are supposed to try as much as possible to join in all the
appropriate gestures while at Mass for our participation to be perfect. Do join in the songs and prayers of the
community.

Do receive Communion properly: It is customary to show some reverence before, during and after communion.
Before receiving, one must recollect, pray and prepare themselves. Receiving, it is advised to bow. After receiving,
kneel and pray to Jesus, don’t be in a hurry, he might also have a word or two for you; pray and keep still for a
while. Consume the Host immediately. If you do not, a Eucharistic Minister may ask you to. This is to protect the
Sacrament. When the Eucharistic Minister presents the Host and says ‘“The Body of Christ” or “The Blood of
Christ”, the proper response is “Amen!” This indicates that you know and believe that what you are about to
receive is Jesus Himself. Please make sure you have a firm hold on the Chalice (without grabbing it) when receiving
it from the Eucharistic Minister.

Do be charitable: If you are sick, be sure not to receive
from the chalice. Remember to respect people close
to you; your neighbor might not like to have their
hand held or even be talked to while at mass; be sure
to respect their needs.

Do bring your children: Children who are old enough to
pay some attention might be better off sitting in front
so that they can watch more closely what the priest
and altar servers do.

Don’t be in a hurry: Do not leave the Church before the
Presider; the Mass ends officially when the priest i
leaves the Church. Ways to Actively Participate in the Mass
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Religious Education Program

Email—dre@st-agnes-church.com

Religious Education Office—308-635-1362

Celebrating Sunday
Third Sunday of Lent

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9

On the Way to Mass:
How can you tell if a kid loves

Jesus? How about a mom or
dad?

On the Way Home From Mass:
What happens to friendships if
we don’t show the other person
that we love them, or we do
things that hurt the other person?
If you were the person hurt,
would it be easy or hard for you
to forgive? Do you think it’s hard
for God?

Living the Word:

Be the first to apologize when
you find yourself bickering this
week; or, if you were both
wronged, be the first to forgive.

Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families
2024-2025

Find Us On

o) 3

Parish Website
www.st-agnes-church.com

myParish App
In the App Store on your phone
or tablet

Facebook
St. Agnes Catholic Church

WE’RE HOSTING

!= adlcal Rlde ==e
— Vsmgs of Pra;é';” —/

with Amazing Angels aﬁup.

VBSITHISISUMMER!

June 2nd - 6th - 9 am - 12 pm
Grades 1st-6th

Have you heard? This year the
summer  catechesis  program
(VBS), will be The Radical Ride
on the Wings of Prayer! The
theme is perfect for the Jubilee
Year and Pope Francis’ call for
the faithful to increase their
prayer life.

This program was creatively
designed to help kids and leaders
explore, learn and grow in their
Catholic faith. The goal of the
week is to help children learn
more about prayer and how to put
it into action!

VBS will be offered, June 2™ —
6" from 9:00 am — 12:00 pm.
Daily Mass will be held at 11:15
am every morning.

We are looking for volunteers to
help during this week, middle/
high school youth and adult
leaders. If you can share your
time and talents, please contact
Terri Calvert at 308-635-1362 or
dre@st-agnes-church.com

Family Lent Calendar

Sunday - March 23rd

After Mass, explain Father’s
homily in terms children can
understand.

Monday - March 24th
Encourage children to give up a
favorite toy or game, just for
today, just for God.

Tuesday - March 25th

The Annunciation

We celebrate Mary’s “Yes!” to
God. Pray three Hail Marys to
ask for help to be faithful to
God’s plan.

Wednesday - March 26th
Get up 15 minutes early to pray
as a family.

Thursday - March 27th

Check out Catholic Relief
Services and see if you can help
support any of their projects at:
http://www.crs.org.

Friday - March 28th
Plan to attend parish
meatless meal
together. Fish Fry - <X
March 21st & April

4th. Soup Supper - April 11th.

Saturday - March 29th

Give up an hour of screen time
tonight (no phone, either!) and
spend it in prayer, reading
Scripture, or doing a family
activity.
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formed

Forming Catholics for /¢e.

This Week on Formed

Week of March 23, 2025

A Bible Study on the Annunciation

|at|°n In this video, Dr. Ben Akers leads us through a brief study of Luke

| 1:26-38, highlighting some of the key Old Testament passages
evoked by Gabriel's words. The reflection concludes with some
thoughts on how we can imitate Mary's Yes in our own life,
especially in this time of suffering.

A Bible Study on the

Annunc

h ] = . The Annunciation | Sacred Art
FOSRMXWCR%/ p \ Join Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor Kemp as they discuss the spiritual
| ” RS ; 75 ! and theological significance of the Annunciation over a piece of
ART 7, 5 4 Sacred Art by Elizabeth Zelasko that depicts this incredible
- scene.

The Annunciation: Hail Mary

Join Ms. Kim as she discusses devotion to Mary and the
significance of Mary's "yes." All the while, you will learn new
drawing techniques as you draw the Annunciation.

Our parish has a Formed subscription.
Visit signup.formed.org and select our parish name.

- 5 ALY A
An offering from the /\ll(ill,\l INE INSTITUTE
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O©PUZZLE

Fit this Gospel message into the empty sguares:

Nothing is impossible with God.

N
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AR EN

O MISSION

Jesus grew up to be the Savior. What will you do to
help other people when you grow up?

o
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PUZZLE

Find and circle these words from today’s Gospel:

o g oy
KILLED SILOAM GARDENER
OUSTHTOMS
A LI LETET I JA
DSLAOLTUDTSC
HWOTZ RSEAHR
G EAV TN(P O I
R DMSURTII|RF
K I L L EDILIS I
OMPTFETUO|AMSC
G ALTOBIKIT I E
DES I NNIERS
MISSION

When you get into trouble, ask God to help you
change so that you do not do it again.




Sohool Newstotter

Upcoming Events

Tuesday, March 25th
Advisory Council Mtg. - 7:00pm
Wednesday, March 26th
Mass @ 8:15
Expected arrival of kindergarten chicks
Friday, March 28th
Children’s Stations of the Cross
8:15 @ Church

Saturday, March 29th
Student Led Mass - 5:00pm

Celebrating Our Success

The St. Agnes gym was electric on the afternoon of Wednesday,
March 12 as 53 students anxiously awaited their opportunity to
choose an amazing prize as reward for selling over 100 raffle
tickets. Eleven students sold over 750 tickets and took home the
top prizes. PK student, Emersyn Bauer, was the top sales person
selling 1550 raffle tickets. She was followed by: Zaylie Adams (4™)
- 1245, Beckham Wilson (3) - 957, Asher Wilson (5”’) - 892,
Carson Windhorst (5™) - 860, Omar Robles (3) - 790, Riley
Windhorst (2™) - 780, Allie Windhorst (4™) - 780, Noah Roper (K)
- 760, Henry Preston (2" 752, and Holly Polk (5™) - 750. Every
student in the school helped us reach our goal and are to be
commended for their amazing effort in selling 34,448 raffle tickets.

St. Agnes Catholic School
205 E 23rd, Scottsbluff, NE
Ph: 308-632-6918




Used Book Sale

The annual used book sale took place in the
Learning Center the week of March 10-13.
Students were able to purchase some great
reading materials for only $.10 per book.
There were 679 books sold, raising $67.95 for
the library. Thanks to all who donated books
for our sale. Please remember we accept
book donations throughout the year for this
sale.

Corn Hole Tourney

The annual corn hole tournament took place in
PK the last week of February and first week of
March. Students in 1* - 5 grades chose
partners and played through pool play games
before being bracketed into gold and silver
brackets for tournament play. The students
look forward to this unit every year. We thank
Mike and Terri Calvert for loaning us
multiple boards to use during this unit.

Trapping Leprechauns - It’s Not Easy

Kindergarten and first grade students set out again this year, hoping to trap
one of those sneaky little green guys who show up around St. Patrick’s Day
and wreck havoc around the school. The students designed and
created traps they hoped would trap those leprechauns, keeping them on

hold until the students
returned the next day. Much [
to the kids dismay, those o
sneaky little creatures escaped
some amazing traps again this
year. Perhaps next year will be
the year for victory.

Mr. Polk’s New Role

We are pleased to announce that Mr. Polk will
be finishing the year as the 5" grade classroom
teacher. Rob is highly educated in the field
having received his bachelor’s degree in 7-9
science and a master’s degree in 7-12 counseling
all from Kearney State College. We know he will
do an amazing job of helping these students
close out their time at St. Agnes on a high note.
Ms. Rachel will be picking up and supporting
some of the students he worked with
interventionally.

Hot Lunch Menu for March 24th, 2025 - March 28th, 2025

Monday., Mar 24 Tuesday, Mar 25 Wednesday, Mar 26 |Thursday, Mar 27 Friday, Mar 28
Hot Dog Chili Chicken Sandwich Walking Tacos Grilled Cheese
Spinach Salad Cinnamon Roll Tater Tots Refried Beans Tomato Soup
Mixed Vegetables Carrot Sticks Grape Tomato Corn Green Beans
Banana Pineapple Grapes Pears Peaches

Helpers: Helpers: Helpers: Helpers: Helpers:
Shannon Hafner Kristin Gauthier Susan Young Anthony Gurrola Tish Kosman
Keleigh Hafner Tish Kosman Jacque Dutkiewicz Elise Gurrola Charissa Gould
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NPT * {.f First Grade Class R 'F T
© &8 "< g By Sharon Bird a2 o g2

We are in the fourth quarter now. It is hard to believe this class will soon be enjoying summer vacation
and then second grade.

We had fun on Mardi Gras! Our class enjoyed King Cake. Bryn Calvert found the baby in her piece of cake.
The cake was delicious. Our school-wide Mardi Gras parade in the afternoon was fun. What a festive time! The
students were able to enjoy King Cake again. Our king was Hank Nira and our queen was Ella Engel.

The students made leprechaun traps at school. There was laughter, discussions, problem solving, and
kind words shared. Traps were placed around the room.

As part of our religion class, the students have been discussing Lent and the Stations of the Cross.

The used book fair was held during
Conference Week. There were so
many wonderful books.

In science, the students used
solar beads. The beads changed
color when we went outside.

Please continue to read with your
child each evening. Thank you,
parents, for all your kindness and
support this year.

L]

a g ,‘A%‘&_g 3 Fourth 6Grade Class ¢ oot f*" AR
AT L8 By Kristie Becker 3§V I Wgelv T
The start of the 4th quarter means the start of a lot of new activities and chapters in 4th grade! We started work on

the United States and learning the states and capitals. We recently took a trip to the public library for the students to research
facts for a project they are doing on an assigned state.

We started studying earth hazards in science. This is a fun unit on weather with lots of hands-on projects. We are doing
a STEM project on building houses to withstand "hurricane " wind with a fan! Each student will also be creating a Google slide
slow on a specific hazard.
This class loves performing, so | had them perform idiom plays. They had so much fun acting these out in language arts

class. These kids have improved so much in their grammar and writing skills since the beginning of the year! | am so proud of
them!

We have been enjoying listening to
our Lenten kids challenge on Hallow. We also
did a St. Patrick directed draw.




