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Saturday: 5:00 pm
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Saturdays one hour prior to Mass
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Sacrament of Baptism
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Parish Office Hours:
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CELEBRATING FAITH FAMILY &
I00 YEARS TRADITION

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “No one has gone up to heaven except
the one who has come down from heaven, the Son of Man.” For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,

but that the world might be saved through him. - Jn 3:13, 17
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(308)632-2541 Fax: (308)632-2146
Mailing address: PO Box 349, Scottsbluff, NE 69363-0349
Website: www.st-agnes-church.com
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9am-Noon & 1pm - 4pm
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The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Cross is Not Negotiable

“Holiness isn’t for wimps,” Mother Angelica famously said.
“And the cross isn’t negotiable, sweetheart — it’s a requirement.”

| love Mother Angelica, and | love this quote. Following God is
tough, and to do it you have to make a decision to be tough, to
endure tough things — and ultimately, to love the toughness of it
all, because within that struggle God meets us with mercy and
salvation.

But in light of today’s readings, | think Mother Angelica
would forgive me for tweaking her words a tiny bit.

Holiness is for wimps, because the cross isn’t negotiable.
When the unfaithful among the Israelites were bitten by the
serpents, they were healed by looking upon the instrument of their
suffering: the serpent itself, mounted on Moses’ staff. With a literary
flourish that puts Homer and Shakespeare to shame, God inverts
that primitive symbol. To heal us, he invites us to look upon the cross
— the sacrifice which achieved our redemption.

Jesus came here to die on that cross for us. For the wimps.
Because we couldn’t do it ourselves, even if we tried. We couldn’t
right all of our wrongs, not if we had a million years to do it. We
would keep screwing it up. We would keep failing. We’re wimps;
that’s what we do.

But the cross — the cross is a magnificent invitation to
something more. Divinity Himself, assuming the cloak of flesh and
the weight of sin, so that when we look at the cross we might
recognize ourselves. So that we might see what we have been, what
we are, what we could be.

And none of it is negotiable.

Beneath The Surface - By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Monday, September 15, 202 Friday, September 19, 202

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm) Daily Mass (8:15am)

Tuesday, September 16, 202 Intention: Anna Delgado by The Songco
Communion Service (8:15am) Family

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm) Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm)
Wednesday, September 17, 2025 Saturday, September 20, 2025

Daily Mass (8:15am) Weekend Mass (5:00pm)

Intention: tWilma Kirchner by Connie Intention: tBernadine Overman by Gene &
Kirchner Mari Schwarzkopf

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15pm) Sunday, September 21, 2025
Contemplative Prayer (6:00pm) Weekend Mass (8:00am)

Thursday, September 18, 2025 Intention: For Our Parish
Communion Service (8:15am) Weekend Mass (10:00am)

Liturgy of the Hours (5:15 pm) Intention: Paul Pieper by Rod & Ellen
Ramig
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This Week’s Readings

Monday 1Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9/
Jn19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35
Tuesday: 1Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-2ab,

2c¢d-3ab, 5, 6/Lk 7:11-17
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4,
5-6/Lk 7:31-35

Thursday: 1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9,
10/Lk 7:36-50

Friday: 1Tm 6:2¢-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-
10, 17-18, 19-20/Lk 8:1-3

Saturday:  1Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2,
3, 4, 5/Lk 8:4-15

Sunday: Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-

8 (see 13, 7b)/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk
16:1-13 Or 16:10-1

Server Schedule

Sept20 5pm Ruby Schiff
Solarah Gould
Sept 21 8am Kaden Blaylock
John V. Songco
10:00am David Hafner

Claire Ascherl

Lector Schedule

Sept20 5pm Kristin Schiff
Sept21 8am Bridget Peck
10:00am Shelley Corr

Rosary Leader Schedule

Sept20 5pm Kristin Schiff
Sept21 8am Claire Songco
10:00am Jackie Seymour

Finance Corner

Sunday Collections
& ATW Giving

September 2025 Totals

Actual $7395.56
ATW $3520.00
Online Giving $800.50
Budget $11,100.00
Surplus (Deficit) $616.06

Next Sunday’s 2nd collection is for
Haiti/Uganda

Thank you for your continued

giving!

Interested in Becoming Catholic?

Anyone who is interested in learning more about the Catholic
Church or who may be thinking about becoming Catholic is welcome
to attend the upcoming inquiry session. The inquiry session will be
held on Sunday, September 28th at 9:00 a.m. in the St. Agnes
Garden Room (basement of the church). We will answer questions
and explain the Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA),
formally known as RCIA, the process by which adults join the
Church. There won’t be any pressure to join, and you don’t have to
have made any decisions. This is just a chance to ask questions and
learn more about the process.

Parishioners are strongly encouraged to invite non-Catholic friends
who may have been thinking about joining the Church to attend this
session. Anyone interested is encouraged to contact Terri Calvert at

308-635-1362 or email at dre@st-agnes-church.com.

é
LA

Order of Christian Initiation for Adulcs

St. Agnes Parish
Funeral Coordinator

We are excited to announce that we
have a Funeral Coordinator at our
parish, Connie Kirchner. This position
was created to minister to the
grieving families who are preparing
the Mass of Christian Burial at St.
Agnes. Connie Kirchner will be
working directly with the families and
Fr. Konka in preparing the funeral
liturgy. She will serve as a liaison
between the grieving families and
Fr. Konka.
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CHILI'AND CINNAMON
ROLLS

OCTOBER 18, 2025
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THE TWENTY- FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

St. Joseph Ministr

Sunday, September 14th, the
10am mass will be led entirely
by men of the parish.

¢ Knights of
%7 Columbus

The Knights of Columbus will be
hosting their annual Picnic for
the St. Joseph’s Children’s
Home and Parish Picnic Sunday,
September 21st at 11:30am.
Come for Food, and Fun for the
whole Family.

All are invited!

To order the book "60 Seconds
for Jesus" or Miss Marie's
Spaghetti Sauce go to:
www.frjims.com
Go to the online store to place
an order.

When filling out the order
form, use the discount code
AGNES. This will give you

free shipping!

Monday Evening
Discussion Grou

. We will meet on
4 ' £ Y0 Monday,
~ . September 15th
Qﬂiﬁ at 7:oopm in the
- =" Garden Room.
We will be discussing ideas for

the fall and winter. Bring your
suggestions.

All are welcome.
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]FREE VVILL mjou:?: orareet

i;v’ A y 10/5, 12,19, 26, 11/ 9, 16 & 23
r 4 5:00 to 6:30 p.m.

Christ the King Catholic Church
18" & N Street, Gering, NE 69341
Come to the covered main entrance double-doors.

Everyone is Welcome.

Contact: Ellen Ramig at 308-631-0811
or Stephanie Upp at 308-631-0645

The Journey of Grief is a seven-session program designed to aid the healing pro-
cess of grief. Meetings will include information and discussion.

Discussion will be based on the late Doug Manning’s Video Series - “The Journey

/}7 \ of Grief". His presentation about the grief journey is captured in a personal way
, l r“ with practical advice. Sit with others who are grieving as he discusses the ele-

. ments of the grief experience, the important aspects of a healthy approach to
grieving and what grief companions can do to be a helpful part of the journey.
The video topics are:

Sunday, Septenlber 14

The Journey of Grief
The Definition of Grief
The Dimensions of Grief
The Needs of Grief
The Ceremonies of Grief
The Normal Reactions of Grief
The Significance of Grief

NEED GIFT CARDS?
St Agnes School
s selling

v 4

Ao

WHEN: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2025
WHERE: THE GUADALUPE CENTER

7

? TIME: 11:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M. @

TICKETS: $15.00 PER PLATE Aﬂ:er each Mass

|§ weekend!

Use them for Gifts, groceries,

4 home improvements,
restaurants

Huge selection to fit any need
and budget. Come see us in
the Gathering space.

We accept cash and checks.
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FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

Religious Education Program

Email—dre@st-agnes-church.com

Religious Education Office—308-635-1362

Celebrating Sunday
Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Gospel: John 3:13-17

On the Way to Mass:

What does it mean when we say that
Jesus saves us? What does he save
us from?

On the Way Home From Mass:
What does it mean to believe in
Jesus?

Living the Word:

The Gospel today tells us that God’s
greatest desire for us is to share in
his eternal life—and the cross made
that possible! This week, look for
moments when  you  desire
something and ask God to use that
feeling of longing to remind you of
his deep desire to share his life with
you. For example, when you’re
feeling impatient waiting your turn,
or when you really want to play
with a toy that someone else is
using, ask God to use that feeling to
remind you that you are made for
heaven. Even more than anything
we want on this earth, God wants to
give us a share his eternal life!

Celebrating Sunday for Catholic Families
2024-2025

Find Us On

Parish Website
www.st-agnes-church.com

myParish App
In the App Store on your phone
or tablet

Facebook
St. Agnes Catholic Church

ALTAR
SERVER

Chairr¥

W,

Altar Server Training
New and Experienced Servers

Wednesday - September 24th
6:00 PM
The Knights of Columbus will be
furnishing pizza following the
training.

The Altar Server’s Ministry is a
unique one in the Catholic
Church. You are allowed to
closely play a part in the
preparation of the Eucharist. Your
participation as an Altar Server is
special. When you serve the altar,
you serve the people of God, and
above all, you serve Christ.

Qualifications:

o Server’s families must be
registered members of St.
Agnes Parish.

o Servers must actively practice
the Catholic faith and should
regularly receive Communion.

e Servers need to be in the 4th
grade or older.

o Servers should be currently
participating in a program of
faith formation through the
Religious Education Program,
or through attendance at St.
Agnes School

Five saints to help youngsters
become holy

It can be discouraging helping
children grow in holiness in our
fallen world, but parents can turn to
the saints to offer clear, practical
models. Here are four powerful
approaches:

Persistent prayer: All parents
worry about their children. St.
Monica prayed tirelessly for her
son, Augustine, during his years of
rebellion. Her perseverance bore
fruit—he
experienced
a profound
/) conversion
and became
7 one of the
Church’s
great saints.
We don’t
always see the full results of our
prayers, but they are never wasted.
Virtuous example: Despite intense
pressure, St. Thomas More refused
to acknowledge King Henry VIII as
head of the Church and was
imprisoned for treason. We want
children to be good citizens, but
God’s laws come first. Children can
learn from St. Thomas’ example.
Kindness: St. John (Don) Bosco
built a nurturing environment for
struggling boys, grounded in the
power of kindness. He believed
discipline should be firm but
compassionate, always rooted in
trust and love. He rarely raised his
voice, relying instead on consistent
expectations and respectful
guidance. He expected the boys to
practice the kindness he showed
them.

Surrender: Sts. Louis and Zélie
Martin dedicated every part of
family life to God. They offered
joys, sorrows, and struggles to Him.
When we entrust our families to
God, we invite His grace to shape
and guide us.

Partners in Faith - September 2025
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Ealy Peapstrolion: tuy egpn

ST. AGNES RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
GRADES K-12™

N

gy

FORMATION SESSIONS
BEGIN ON

Sai i
Ag"ﬁtes\: SEPTEMBER 10TH

formed

Forming Catholics for[(;e.

The Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin
Mary

The Seven Sorrows of Mary is a traditional Catholic devotion featuring
meditations on sorrowful episodes in the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Join us in prayer as we celebrate the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows.

Our parish has a Formed subscription. Visit formed.org/signup and select our parish.
Scan the QR code to download the Formed app to your phone.

An offering from t AUGUSTINE INSTITUTE
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THE TWENTY- FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

©PUZZLE

Which picture name begins with this letter?
Circle the picture that starts with that sound.

©@ MISSION

Every morning, | will remember to tell Jesus that
| believe in him.

©OPUZZLE

Unscramble words from today’s Gospel:

B lifted snake
perish save world
loved heaven desert

soMes M O i e s
havnee
letfid
saken
dseret @ @0 _
levod @
wrodl s s wm o
preshi: e

seva —_— e

@ MISSION

When you catch yourself doing something wrong,
stop. Ask Jesus to help you.
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Stepping Back in Time

St. Agnes Students stepped back into the 1800’s when
they attended the Flowerfield School on Friday,
September 5. Dressed as pioneer children and

carrying their authentic 1800’s lunch, the students
headed to Banner County for this beloved fieldtrip.

They enjoyed experiencing school as pioneer students

did. They did math on slates, read at the recitation
bench, took part in an orthography (spelling) bee and

Tuesday, September 16th

Kids Fitness Field Trip - 3rd Gr. wrote with quill pens. It was a wonderful day of
learning! Congratulations to orthography bee winner
Noelle Merrigan.

Wednesday, September 17th
Mass @ 8:15 - 4th Gr. Leads

Thursday, September 18th
Safety Day Fieldtrip - 4th /5th Grades

Friday, September 19th
Mid-Quarter reports 3rd - 5th Grades

August 2025

100 cLuB WINNERS

$200: Hannah Bates; $100: Mel/Pam Elledge, Lynda
Montague, Chad/Kelli Larson; $50: Michelle Johnston,
Troy/Carol Herman, Redo/Staci Celli, Antonio/Rita
Tecson, Jason/Liz Ossian, Connie McDonnough,
Francis/Mary Heumesser, Pete Brown

CONGRATULATIONS!

St. Agnes Catholic School
205 E 23rd, Scottsbluff, NE
Ph: 308-632-6918
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Easy Ways to Help St. Agnes School

We know that parents, grandparents, alumni, friends and parishioners love to do what they can to help St.
Agnes School. There are some very easy ways to offer support to our school.

Legacy Co-op Receipts: If you shop at Legacy Co-op, please save your receipts and turn in at the school, church
or in the collection basket. For every $100,000 in receipts, the school receives $1000.
Lunch Help: We need 2 volunteer servers daily to assist our lunchroom supervisor. If you can give 1 hour
(11:30-12:30), please contact the school office and get signed up.

100 Club: This long-standing fundraiser is both fun and easy. Member pay $10/month to participate. Winners are
drawn monthly and can win from $50-$200. If you’d like to be a member, please contact 100 club coordinator,
Mary Skiles at skilesmary@hotmail.com.

Star Cards: Star cards can be purchased in physical cards or online to purchase items you would already be
buying. The participating businesses give a percent back to the organization, (our school). Cards are sold the 3™
Sunday of the month after all Masses, can be order at starcards@st-agnes-school.com, can be purchased during
the week in the school office or purchased as e-cards online. There are hundreds of participating merchants.
For more information, contact coordinator, Jody Windhorst.

School Pictures

Spectrum Photography will be taking school pictures
on Wednesday, September 17". All students will be
photographed regardless of whether you desire to
order pictures. We use the photos in our Sycamore

system. If you would like to order pictures, please fill
out the envelope provided by Spectrum and include

payment inside. Envelopes must be turned in the
morning of picture
taking. If you’d like to
make one payment for
multiple children, please
fill out an envelope for
each child and mark on
the front that payment is
located in the other
child’s envelope.

IXL Learning

Has your student mentioned using IXL? Are you wondering
what it is? IXL at its most basic, is a targeted learning tool
that offers experiences for students, tailored to their age

group by specific subject and topic. Itis able to help
students group by specific subject and topic. It is able to
help support teaching and learning with a very focused
outcome. This program is tied to multiple of our curriculums
and is being used in K-5 to target specific areas identified for
individual students as o a =] ]
needing additional focus or
enrichment. All families
received IXL login
information at open house
night. Your student may
login at home for additional
academic practice and use ¢
the fun learning games. Take
time to check out this great
learning tool.

PICTURES

Hot Lunch Menu for September 15th, 202

Monday, Sept 15 Tuesday, Sept 16 | Wednesday, Sept 17 | Thursday. Sept 18 Friday, Sept 19
Breakfast Casserole Walking Taco Chicken & Rice Roast Beef Cheese Pizza
English Muffin Refried Beans Broccoli Mashed Sweet Potato Spinach Salad w/tomato
Turkey Bacon Corn Apple Slices Mixed Vegetables Grapes
Mandarin Oranges Watermelon Bread & Jelly Dinner Roll Pudding
Banana
Helpers: Helpers: Helpers: Helpers: Helpers:
Roxanne Skiles Bethany Nira Selina Lerma Julie Berning Solarah Gould
Alesia Shope Jacque Dutkiewicz HELP NEEDED Juyoung Adams Easton Becker
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Second Grade Class
By Lori Svitak

The past three weeks have flown by! The students have adjusted quite well to
second grade. We start our day after announcements and prayers with a morning
meeting. We talk about calendar events, weather, and reviewing telling time. Our math
time starts after that with a review of math concepts using our math bulletin board. Some
of the concepts taught during this time are solving word problems, fact families, greater
than and less than, arrays, missing addends, money, time, shapes and decomposing
numbers. In our math book we are learning about place-value to 100.

In science, we are studying animals and their habitat. We will
be making animal habitats in art.

In reading, we are learning how to take vocabulary tests. This is a new
skill that they have not had before. The study eight words and then |
must be able to match the correct word to the definition. They are
doing great! The stories that we are reading for this unit revolve
around families, friendship and working together. These are perfect
topics to cover at the beginning of the year.

One of our STEM activities this month was to see if students
could get a gummy lifesaver on a gummy worm using paper clips
instead of their fingers. With the help of a friend, they were able to
accomplish this task. It was fun to see the ideas and brainstorming
going on.

Happy Birthday to Kami Garcia.

A4 A «i ~*+. Fourth Grade Class
' By Kristi Becker

I am loving having a big, exciting class this year! We have 20 students in the room, and we have already been so
busy! We started off the year with a field trip already to Flowerfield School. Students went back in time to 1888 and spent a
school day as it was back then. We only had 10 school days to prepare, |l : : |
and | could not be more proud of how hard they worked! The class
baked bread, learned tons of new spelling words and meanings of
words, learned how to sit tall and proper, practiced their penmanship |
and recitation, and even made timelines of historical facts! | know
they definitely enjoy modern school more!

We started a science unit on living things and the students
created diagrams of the external structures of a flower. We will also
do labs with flowers.

We started a novel study on Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing.
Students have been enjoying the silly antics of the characters!

We also took time to do a STEM Friday the first two Fridays
of school, which the students enjoyed. They got to move around the
room and do many stations. Each station also focused on a word like
empathy, perseverance, or creativity that they got to work on, as
well.

As we celebrated Mother Teresa's feast day, students read
quotes by her, learned about her backstory, and made a beautiful
heart craft in her honor!

| am looking forward to a busy, fun year with this class!




